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Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat

The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics,
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ...
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life
cannot be justified or maintained.

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively
Baptist.



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word.
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King,
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:” In the search for the
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other.

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:” This Latin quote has
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series.
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PREFACE.

Every Christian is & member of two kingdoms per-
fectly distinct, but perfectly compatible in their interests.
In each of these he has peculiar duties, in the discharge
of which he is to pursue a very different conduct. As
a subject of civil government, he is called to unreserved,
unequivocal obedience, without waiting to inquire into
its nature and quality, or even the legitimacy of the
title of those in power: If he understands his Bible,
he knows that ¢ the powers that be, are ordained of
God,” and that he must ¢ submit to every ordinance of
man, not merely for wrath, but also for conscience sake.”
In Britain be will submit to monarchy; in America to
arepublic; and in France he will obey, without puzzling
himself in determining whether Buonaparte be a legal
governor, or a usurper. But it is not so in the king-
dom of Christ. Here it is his duty in everything to
judge for himself, and in no instance to be the disciple
of man. He is commanded to examine, not blindly
adopt the dogmas of his spiritual gnides. He is no-
where required to conform and submit to that form of
church government, under which he has been educated,
or to which he may at any time have thought it his
duty to attach himself. He is enjoined to *prove all
things, and to hold fast only that which is good.” Heis
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Christ’s freedman, and should not suffer himself to be-
come the servant of man, nor to be fettered by human
Systems.

Convinced that this is both the duty and privilege of
every Christian, I have largely and leisurely examined
the original nature, and present state of that church* in
which I was educated, and in which I have for some
years acted as a minister. I have examined, and am
convinced, that both in plan and administration, it is
contrary to the Word of God. It must appear to every
man of candour, that I could have no interest in de-
ciding as I have done. Every interest of a worldly
nature was surely on the other side. The day I gave
up my connection with the General Synod, I gave up
all that the world esteems. T sacrificed not only my
prospects in life, and my respectability in the world
but every settled way of support. It is usnal for men
to desert a church under persecution; I have deserted
one in the tide of her prosperity, or as some of her
friends speak, in her “ meridian glory.” If people never
begin to think anything amiss in their religion till they
are persecuted for it, or till superior honours and ad-
vantages are held out to view, they have reason to
suspect their judgments. But when wealth and re-
spectability in society are in the gift of the church,
when one of her members sits in judgment upon her,
she is likely to get a fair trial. A man is not apt,
upon slight grounds, to reason himself out of his living,

* T am obliged sometimes in this pamphlet to use the word
church in this common aceeptation, though not so used in any
part of the New Testament.
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his friends, and his reputation. It will not be out of
whim he will exchange ease for labour, respect for
calumny, present competency for the naked promise of
God. Notwithstanding this, I am perfectly aware
that the worst motives and designs will be attributed
to me. I would indeed know little of human nature,
and less of the Bible, if I did not expect the reproaches
of the world. If they have called the Master of the
house Beelzebub, much more those of his household.
He himself experienced such treatment from the world,
and he knows how to succour his children in like
circumstances.

The divine right of the Presbyterian form of church
government, it may be expected, will now become the
present truth among all sects of Presbyterians in this
country. Their inveterate rage against each other, will
for a time be suspended, that they may unite against
the common enemy. Every pulpit will resound with
the cry of innovation ; many an affecting representation
will be given of the sufferings of our worthy forefathers,
in erecting the venerable fabric. I would caution Chris-
tians not to suffer themselves to be imposed on by such
senseless declamations. The appeal on both sides must
be to the Scriptures; not a stone of the fabric ean be
lawfully rested on other ground. If classical Presbytery
be in the New Testament, let its advocates eome for-
ward, and fairly refute my arguments. I have no
object but truth, and whatever may be published against
my pamphlet, in a Christian and candid manner, shall
receive every attention. But let them not lose their
temper, nor substitute railing for argument. Neither
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let them nibble round the surface of the subject, but let
them enter into the essence of the debate. If any are
convinced, let them beware of stifling convictions. Let
them not suffer interest, prejudice, or the fear of re-
proach, to deter them from obeying the least of the com-
mandments of Christ. ‘“Whosoever shall be ashamed
of me and my words in this sinful and adulterous gene-
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”—Mark viii. 38. ‘“He that loveth
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me ;
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is
not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that
findeth his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life
for my sake, shall find it.,”—Matt. x. 37-39.

Though I am decidedly convinced of the complete
independency of the apostolical churches, and of the
duty of following them, I would not be understood as
placing undue importance upon this point. Christians
of every denomination I love, and I will never, I hope,
withhold my hand, or my countenance from any who,
after impartial investigation, conscientiously differ from
me. I can from my heart say, *“grace be with all
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity and
truth.,” Pity indeed, while there are so few friends of
Jesus, that those should harbour hard thoughts of each
other, for conscientious differences. But let it not be
expected from this, that I shall “ know any man ac-
cording to the flesh,” or avoid freely censuring what-
ever I judge unfounded in Scripture, out of compliment
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to any friend who may countenance it. This would be
to “ walk as men.”

In endeavouring to overthrow the system of Presby-
terianism, I have only assaulted the main pillars of the
edifice ; if I have succeeded, the roof and all the
rubbish will fall of course. The voluminous defences
of Presbytery, of former days, I consider too stale to be
particularly noticed. I wait till their advocates recog-
nise them. But though every pin of that system could
be proved to be divine, it would not affect my opinion
of the duty of separating from the Synod. I would
stand upon ground still tenable. I do not shrink from
discussion. Truth will finally prevail.
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“REASONS WHY BAPTISTS OUGHT TO TEACH THEIR
DISTINCTIVE VIEWS . . . First, it is a duty we owe to
ourselves. We must teach these views in order to be
consistent in holding them. Because of these we stand
apart from other Christians, in separate organizations. . .
We have no right thus to stand apart unless the matters
of difference have real importance; and if they are really
important, we certainly ought to teach them.”

JOHN A. BROADUS

The Duty of Baptists To Teach Their Distinctive Views.
(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1881).

“No religious denomination has a moral right to a
separate existence unless it differs essentially from others.
Ecclesiastical differences ought always to spring from
profound doctrinal differences. To divide Christians, except
Jor reasons of gravest import, is criminal schism. Separate
religious denominations are justifiable only for matters of
conscience growing out of clear scriptural precept.”

J. L. M. CURRY

A Baptist Church Radically Different From Paedobaptist
Churches.

(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1889).

“There is something distinctive in the principles of
Baptists. They differ from all other denominations; and
the difference is so great as not only to justify, but to
demand, their separate existence as a people . . . What
distinctive mission have the Baptists, if this is not their
mission? - to present the truth in love on the matters
wherein they differ from Pedobaptists. What is there but
this that justifies their separate denominational existence
and saves them from the reproach of being schismatics?
If they have a right to denominational life, it is their duty
to propagate their distinctive principles, without which that
life cannot be justified or maintained.”’

J. M. PENDLETON

Distinctive Principles of Baptists.

(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1882).

The Baptist Standard Bearer, Incorporated is a republication society
organized in 1984, and is recognized as a nonprofit, tax-exempt
charitable organization. It was founded for the primary purpose of
republication and preservation of materials reflecting the Baptist heritage.
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